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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.
WINTER H ARDEN. Broadway..SiCRSU.PaRLlM O'Dor-hm.l.Latest from Nkw York.

WALLACE'S THEATRE, No. 844 Broadway..Magic MarIkgi-Tiik Scapruoat.
LAURA KEEXES THEATRE, Broadway..Sevin Sons.
NKW BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery..Wixa«d or TBIWavk.Skktciiiui in India.Artful Dooukr

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery..Sticrnkt's NationalCircus.
RARNUM * AMERICAN MUSEUM, Broadway..Day andF.v.-nmi; Eahi.'s Dacuiitkk.Hartkst lloMk..HirroroT-A»Ut, WllAI.K. AND OTUKR CURIOSITIRS.

BRYANTS' MINSTRELS, Mechanic*' Hall, 472 Broadway..rum BoAtfBUV.
HOOLEY'S MINSTRELS, Stuyveaant Institute, No. 659Broadway..Ethiopian Sonus, Dancrs, Ac.

MKLODEON CONCERT HALL. No. A39 Broadway .Docks, Buklksuuks, Ac..E.smkkalda.

CANTERBURY MUSIC HALL, 585 Broadway..Songs,D»nch, Huru sucks, Ac..Nkw Ykau Calls.

OAIETIKS CONCERT ROOM, 616 Broadway..DrawingRimtl I.N IK>{ I AIMI1..S T3, BaLLRTS, i'ANTOMIMkS, KaRCRS. AC.

AMERICAN MUSIC HALL. 444 Broadway..SOKGS, Bal-I>t1, 1'ANTOHIMKS, AC. MlSI'HlKVOCS NlGORR.

CRYSTU. PALACE CONCERT HALL, No. 45 Bowery..Vurlkauubs. soncm, Dancri, Ac..Brigand's Oath

PARISIAN CABINET OK WONDERS, 563 Broadway.-Open daily troui 10 A. M. till 9 P. M.

NATIONAL MUSIC HALL, Chatham street..Bcri.es-qijk-,. Sonus, Da.ncks, Ac..Masqcekadk Ball.

MKIADEOK, Brooklyn..Son-s, Dances, Pantomimrj,Biirlrsiiokr, Ac.

New % ork, Nnnilay, Drrtinlirr '4, 1801.

The President's Message and lie-
ports of Departments.

There will lie 110 delay in the organization of
Loth houses of Congress to-day, and the first busi¬
ness will be the appointment of u joint committee
to wait on the President and inform him that both
houses are in sessiou and prepared to receive any
coniiiiiiiiii-atioa he may desire to make them. The
Message will be thereupon sent to both houses and
read. Immediately on the commencement of its
re. In" it will be telegraphed to this city, and as
won a-.it hus been received in full we shall pub-
lUli it in an extra edition of the IIekald. We learn
b; our telegraph despatches of Inst night that the
Mossiife will be ready to be sent in to-day. So are
ail the reports of the heads of departments, with
the exception of that of the Secretary of the Trea-
Burv, which will probably be ready to-iuorrow. All
the others we expect to publish in to-morrow morn
ing's edition. They will be read with intense in¬
terest by the people of the United States.

THE SITUATION.
Affairs «n the Potomac do not assume any im¬

portant character. For some days past tho rebel
picket* have been showing thoinselvcs about Vienna
and Flint Hill, ovcrlo'oking Fairfax Court House,
making their appearance by day and retiring at
night. No collision, however, has occurred be¬
tween them and our troops.
Nothing further from Fort Pickens has reached

us, nor do we expect any authentic report of the
fight in that quarter for a day or two, when the
Connecticut will be due, with official reports to
the Navy Department at Washington.
From Missouri, Kentucky or Western Virginia

we have nothing new to report within the last
twenty -four hours concerning the movements of
oar armies. The Third Ohio regiment, which went
into service in Western Virginia on June 1, under
(.t'n. McClellan. arrived at Louisville, Ky., on the
27th ult., from Cheat Mountain. They had been
paid in full, and on their way down the Ohio river
they were met by a quartermaster who had new

uniforms tor every man. They say they have been
rewarded for all their hardships, and are now

ready for an onward movement towards the rebel
c;unp.

A resolution was introduced in the Kentucky
House of Uepresentatives, on the 27th nit., requir¬
ing all tin- able bodied male citizens of the State
between tliesgesof eighteen and forty-five, except
ministers, to immediate! enrol themselves and
form military companies, for the purpose of expell¬
ing the rebel invaders from the soil of Kentucky.

Another valuable prize arrived at the Brooklyn
N.ivy Yard yesterday, which was captured after a

three hours chase, on the 25tli tilt., by the steamer
Penguin, while heading for Edisto Inland, near

Charleston. S. C. She proved to be the schooner
Albion, from Nassau, New Providence, laden with
it cargo worth $100,000, consisting of salt, oil, tin,
fruit, and also the suspicious articles of arms,

a nnriiiitiou. saddles ;>nd cavalry equipments, of
considerable importance to the rebels just now.

W ien brought to by the Penguin's guns she re¬

ported herself bound for New York, from Nassau,
v ah fruit and salt; but upon searching her the

u Mitoonat cargo of contraband of war was found
«vi boar!. The officers turn out to bo citizens of
fcuvarinah.
Amon^ our interesting items of news from the

South to day, we give an account from Savannah,
published i-i a Richmond paper, to the effect that,
on the 26th ultimo Commodore Tatnall, with three
tonal! rei>t?l steamer* and one gunboat, attacked
the I'nion tlret in Cockspur Roads. The engage¬
ment !a-tc,i one hour, and from forty to fifty shots
Yere exchanged.

This account states that failing to draw the fleet
tinder the ruuh of Fort l'ulaski, Commodore Tat-
ii ill withdrew, and that there are now six large
vi ¦.(»!.» inside the bar, and one large frigate was

lowed over the day previous.
It is further stateil by despatches from Savannah

that th-- Union forces had taken possession of
\ ars-iw. and that they are preparing to attack

ff»rt l'ulaski.
The u'bel privateer Mabel, taken recently by

the sloop-of-war Pale, an before reported, was

taken into Philadelphia yesterday.
We publish to-day a complete list of our soldiers

dow in confinement at New Orleans. A perusal of

it will no doubt enlighten many who were up to

this time ignorant of the fate which had befallen
their missing relatives and friends in the army.

THE NEWS.
The first regular session of the Thirty-seventh

Congress will commence to-day in Washington. As
both houses were fully organized at the extra ses¬

sion in July, very little preliminary business will
be required to be done, and the President's Mes¬
sage will probably be sent in about one o'clock.
United States Senator Waldo P. Johnson, of Mis¬

souri, who is now serving the rebel cause in Gen.
Price's army, will not probably make his appear¬
ance in Washington.
The United States steamer Iroquois arrived off

Curacoa on the 8th of November last, with the in¬
tention of entering the port; but the commander
was informed by the authorities that his vessel
could enter, but would not be permitted to remain
over forty-eight hours, except in case of distress.
The commander refused to enter under such terms,
and immediately steered away from the inhospita¬
ble port.
Our correspondent in the Bahamas, dating at

Nassau, N. P., on the 25th of November, states
that that point is likely to become a very impor"
tant centre of rendezvous for the Britishwar vessels
of the North American and West India fleet during
the winter. The Challenger, Bulldog and Steady
were in port, and the Jason had just arrived from
Halifax with despatches, regarded as of great mo¬

ment, to Commodore Dunlop. The Commodore
was called out of church in order to learn their
contents, and the Jason left in three hours on
her return to Halifax. The weather was excellent
.for invalids, and the hotel accommodations (con¬
ducted in the New York style) very lino. It was

said that Prince Alfred, of Euglaml, would winter
at Nassau.
The pirates of the buccaneer Beauregard threw

overboard four thousand dollars in specie when
they were captured by the United States gunboat
W. G. Anderson, to prevent its fulling into the
hands of Captuiu Rogers.
Twelve fine horses, purchased in this country by

Prince Napoleon for the Emperor of France, will
go over 011 the French transport Orione, now lying
iu Boston harbor.
An interesting meeting was held last evening in

Dr. Hague's church, corner of Madison avenue
and Thirty-first street, under the auspices of the
American Tract Society, to take into considera¬
tion the moral and spiritual wants of the army of
the Union. Addresses were delivered by tlio Rev.
Drs. Smith, Hague, liudilington and Hitchcock to

a large and appreciative audience. Before the
close of the exercises a liberal collection was
taken up to further the patriotic objects of the
society.
The Hoard of Excise mot at twelve o'clock on

Saturday, in the City Hall, examined a number ol
applications for license, and adjourned to next
Saturday, on which day the final se>-. ion will be
held. Commissioner Haskett has determined to
cut off the outside prosecutions by handing the
complaints over to the regular attorney of the
Board. The number of licenses granted this year
so far is 972, although the City Chamberlain has
received pay for only 864, according to his vouch¬
ers. Tin- number granted last year was 1,727.

In consequence of the approaching municipal
election, the Board of Aldermen will not meet this
evening.
The transport schooners Munhassott and

W. «V N. K. Wins sailed on Saturday for Balti-
j more with full cargoes of provisions tor Washing¬

ton.
A mail named Rngan died in Troy. X. Y., on the

2i)th ult.. aged one hundred and one years.
The cotton market was again higher on gaturday, and

I closed nt an advance of ) .r. per lb. The sales embraced
about 1,700 bales, chiefly to spinners, at 27,'io. per lb. fur
middling uplands. The flour market was Heady anil
more aclix e, ami Arm at tlM close 1". >r ino-t grades, though
without change of moment in prices. Wheat was
active and llrni, with a good demand for export,
though without change of moitiont in quotations.
Corn was more active, and rather tinner, neluding sales
of Western mixed for export, at 63c. a «4r. afloat, with
somo lots in store at 66c. I'ork was unchanged except
for prime mess, which was easier. Sales ot me-s wore
made at $12 .">() a $13, and of priuic at $s 00 a $'). Sugars
were firm, with sales of about JlfiO a 400 hhds. t'oilpe
was firm and active, while the sales embraced 0.000 bags
of Rio at lfi'^c. al7r., and l.SOO do. Ceylon at lfte.
Freights Engagements were moderate and rates un¬

changed and somewhat unsettled and irregular nt
the close, owing mainly to the fact that the underwriters
had come to the determination, on account of the rapture
and destruction of tho ship Harvey Birch by tbe Nash
ville, to raise their w ar (tolicies of insurance from 1 to 5
per cent on botli v«.rsels and cargoes for Kuropean ports.

To-Mnrrow's Kleot ion.Wood or Opilykc.
It New York City to be Abolition izeil!
The people o! t hi- city will be called upon

to-morrow to clio< Mayor. There are three
candidates before t m crnnndo Wood, the
present incumbent i.nservativo); C. Godfrey
Gtmtlur (Tammany), and Geor^" Opdyke, the
anointed champion of the radical ' I'tion fac¬
tion. i.nd fully affiliating with !' J late
Suinner abolition reunion at Mc In¬
stitute.

This is u triangular conies; s.i ..> <., <>f
our 1. t Mayoralty election <\ ij.r.t .. il
sent abolition platform of .Mr. < V .»

makes ill tue difference in ti c wmM V or

Wood, also, in this triangul .r oi jani/.a1 ion of
parties, lias the prestige of succ -s. am! Tam¬
many the weakening influence of a decisive
defeat, with the most popular candidate she
could find to serve her against Wood. In this
instance her candidate is not a man who has
been tried in the Mayor's office, and who has
thus won the public approbation, nor do we

stjppose that her present standard bearer is put
forward with any sanguine hopes of an elec¬
tion. The special object of Tammany, in this
instance, is to maintain her party organization
as against the rival democratic institution of
Mozart Hall. In ordinary times this factious
rivalry would be harmless and amusing: but
.ince the Sumner-abolition-Opdyke festival an

overshadowing national issue has been raised,
which demands the union of our conservative
voters against Mr. Opdyke. as the anointed can¬

didate of tbe radical Sumner, Cheever and
Goodcll abolition factions.

In this light we cannot exaggerate the im¬
portance of this election. From the ruins of
the late political parties of the North two new

parties are in process of formation a Union
war party and an abolition war party the one

rallying to the platform of Mr. Lincoln's ad¬
ministration, which is honestly laboring to sub¬
ordinate the slavery question to the higher
object of the restoration of the Union; while
the other party would subordinate and divide
the Union, if necessary, rather than have any
further union with the Southern institution of
slavery. "Emancipation or separation"' is the
abolition ultimatum; and it needs no labored
argument to show that, should the government
adopt this war policy, we should have a most
horrible war of indefinite duration, or the
division of the Union into two confederacies.
Rut let the city of New York to-morrow cast
Opdyke overboard, and vindicate the Union
war policy of ' Honest Abe Lincoln," and th"rc

will be no danger of a dictatorial abolition fac¬
tion in New York or at Washington. Its wings
will be clipped.
That Sumner abolition jubilee at Cooper In¬

stitute, however, in disclosing the dangerous
ubolition affiliations of Mr. Opdyke, has done
much to open the eyes of our conservative fel¬
low citizens to the real issue before them. They
are waking up to the fact that it is not a per¬
sonal issue, nor an old party iBsue, nor a local
issue, but an issue involving the important
question of life or death to the Union and the
government of the United States. Since that
Cooper Institute abolition affair upon this issue

a groat stampede has taken place among the
conservative republicans of the city from Op-
dyke to Wood, and it is still going on. Our
intelligent financiers, merchants, and other men
of business, who regard abolitionism as a de¬
testable heresy, ruinous to the cauBe of the
Union, and at war with the interests of our city,
are now abandoning Opdyke. Their good ex¬

ample should not be lost upon Tammany Hall.
But what is Tammany llall doing? On Sa¬

turday night last her disciples held a Gunther
mass meeting at Irving Hall, at which, as at the
Opdyke meeting at Cooper Institute the same

evening, the probability of Wood's election was
the ruling and absorbing idea. This is an
admission from the supporters of both Opdyke
and Gunther that Wood is the strongest candi¬
date in the field. Clearly, therefore, if the Tam¬
many men wish to be consistent with their
Union professions, and to make them good be¬
yond a doubt, their policy is to unite upon
Wood. Let them not be deluded by the ap¬
pearance of '-Old Joe Iloxie" among them as an
advocate of Gunther"s election. Uoxle, we sus¬

pect, is only put forward us a decoy, to lead
Tammany astray, and to draw from Wood that
balance of our conservative popular vote re¬

quired to give Opdyke an elective plurality.
On the other hand, the electioneering sup¬

porters of Opdyke betrayed on Saturday even¬

ing some decided symptoms of alarm. Tliey
had heard that their candidate's aboli¬
tion affiliations were doing him conside¬
rable mischief, and Judge Cowles was put
forward to repair these damages. Accord¬
ingly the learned Judge, on behalf of* Mr.
Opdyke, explained his anti-slavery princi¬
ples to this effect: that as Southern slaves are
used for the purposes of this Southern rebel¬
lion. so would he employ them in every possi¬
ble way against this rebellion, and would wind
up the work with their emancipation at the
end of the war. This is a letting down from
Mr. Opdyke's endorsement of Sumner's speech
and of the Fremont endorsing resolution. This
is Judge Cowles' explanation of last Saturday
night. But mark what the Hon. James A. Briggs
said on the same occasion. Here are his
words:
They s-»y that George Opdyke is an abolitionist. So

am I uii abolitionist. would aboil?!) Wood from tho
oflloe of Mayor, daughter and applause.) As to the
great question -which agitnteft the public mind, I would
leavo it to Him who ruled in the beginning that all
inen should bo frco, and trust to the Pathfinder of em¬
pires, John C. Fremont. (Enthusiastic applause, followed
by .¦three hearty cheers for Fremont. ')
What mean these "three hearty cheers for Fre.

mont" from this last Opdyke mass meeting? The
approval of Fremont's immediate emancipation
policy, and a rebuke to the government at
Washington. Call you this supportingthe ad¬
ministration.' Does it not rather look like an

abolition conspiracy to break down the admin¬
istration, and to use Fremont and Opdyke for
that purpose? Could any other object have in¬
spired this allusion and these "three hearty
cheers for Fremont?'' We warn our conserva¬
tive fellow citizens of th<' dangers of trusting to
Such friends of the administration as these fa¬
natical admirers of General Fremont's sweeping
policy of negro emancipation. We warn our

conservative Tammany men that they are de¬
ceived by "Old Joe Hoxie;" that he is working
for < Ipdyke, and that if they wish to avoid the
final closing of Tammany Hall by a local and
general abolition crusade against our federal
administration and the cause of the Union, they
will assist the superior party of Wood in
making sure work of the defeat of Opdye.

Thk Work op Congrkhs. Congress meets
to-day. Never, since the (lavs of the Revolu¬
tion. lias th<' Congress of the United States met
at. a more critical epoch. It is no stretch of the
fancy to say that the eyes of the whole country
ami of the civilized world will be fixed upon its
deliberations; and yet perhaps Congress will
have little moro to do than to strengthen and
uphold the hands of the administration in the
great struggle in which the country is engaged.
Questions incident to the war will inevitably
have to be passed upon by it. First of these is
the question of how to deal with the slaves of
the rebels. Our views have been clearly ex-

pressed on that point, and we are pleased to
think that they are also the views of the adminis¬
tration. This war is carried on by us ueither
to strengthen nor weaken the institution of do¬
mestic slavery, but to uphold the constitution
and government of our lathers. The slaves of
rebels who fall into our hands should be either
employed by the government in their appro¬
priate fields of labor, or should be turned over

as apprentices to loyal men in the South, under
proper safeguards and restrictions. Another
question of vital import will be that of finance;
and. fortunately, we have at the head of the
Treasury Department a competent, faithful and
intelligent oflicer, whose views and suggestions
deserve to meet with favor. In addition to
other measures of pressing necessity, he will
probably recommend the creation of a National
Bank.a recommendation which, we think,
should meet the approbation of Congress. But
we will probably have the President's Message
and the reports of the heads of departments to¬

day, and it will then be time enough to com¬

ment upon them. Meantime it may not bo out
of place to conjure Congress to rise superior to
fanatical and abolition views, and be governed
only by constitutional and national considera¬
tions. Let Congress do so. and all will yet be
well.

(Iknkrai, Fremont.Save Him from His
Friends. The Hon. James a. Hriggs, at the
Opdykc mass meeting at Cooper Institute on

Saturday night, in his enthusiastic admiration
of Gen. Fremont, at the expense of the adminis-
tration at Washington, permitted his zeal to
outrun his discretion. Geu. Fremont himself,
since he was superseded in his late Missouri
command, has set a good example of silence in
regard to the questions at is^ue between him

| and tho government. His over zealous friends,
! from St. Louis to New York, have seized every

opportunity to draw him out; but be has resist¬
ed their temptations. In this he has shown his

; good senne, and his friends will act wisely in
leaving him to li s own justification in the regu-
l..i wny of st ttling such matters.

Tile Antl-glaverjr Qa«,t(on la the Army.
It ia alleged by the abolitionists, who are them

selves slaves to the one idea, that our army, by
going South, will become inimical to Blavery,
and join in the crusade against it in common
with the fanatics of the North. They look for¬
ward to the conversion of the soldiery to aboli¬
tionism with that species of hopeful joy which
only irrational enthusiasts are capable of feel¬
ing when their imaginations supply them with
the prospect of a realization of some base de¬
sign. But in this case, at least, they will meet
with nothing but disappointment, and the se¬

quel will prove to them that they are as de¬
luded as they huve ever been misguided.
Our army ia composed, to a great extent, of

gentlemen, and it is the tendency of the military
profession to develope the qualities of a gen¬
tleman, oven in those who were deficient in
such before entering the service. As gentle¬
men, therefore, they will respect the rights of
others under the constitution, and those of their
number who go South will, apart from any
prejudices they might have previously formed,
only require to witness the working of the
patriarchal system of servitude in order to be¬
come deoidedly pro-slavery in the.r sentiments.
They will see, as any impartial man of ordinary
intelligence may see, that the negroes a happy,
healthy, contented people.are in their proper
position under the existing rule of domestic
servitude, and that they are fitted for no other;
that, indeed, any other would be as injurious to
themselves as it would assuredly be to the com¬

munity of white men; that their emancipation,
as desired by the abolitionists, would be a posi¬
tive sin to mankind, and tend to the speedy de¬
generation of both races. They will therefore
keep the negroes in their proper place in the
social scale, and make them work as they were

made to work. The whole army will be unani¬
mously in favor of this.

Instead of promoting the schemes of the Gar¬
risons und Phillipses of the day, this insurrec*
tion in the Southern States will establish the in-
stilution of Southern negro slavery on a fivmer
basis than it ever rested on before, and ut¬
terly defeat the machinations of the worst ene¬

mies of this republic, who have been for
thirty years plotting its destruction. It is
therefore a great mistake for the politicians of
the North to indulge in any fresh abolition ab¬
stractions with regard to the effect of the North,
ern army coming in contact with the slaves.
They may rest assured that they have no hope
in this quarter, and that the army, if they have
occasion to take care of the blacks, will use

them to the same good purpose as their
masters.
Some of these abolition agitators tell us that

the negroes will become very popular in tlie
army, and be regarded as so many idols carved
in ebony in the image of the Almighty, and
which the defenders of the Union will feel bound
to deliver from the yoke of their so-called op¬
pressors. But this is simply nonseusical. The
case, as we have shown, will be exactly the re"

verse.

Had it not been for the politico-abolition
conspirators of this country, originally acting
under the evil inspiration of the Puritan party
in England, this rebellion would never have
taken place; for it was their machinations that
first aroused and afterwards fomented the seces¬

sion feeling in the South. Two bitterly anta¬
gonistic parties were thus formed North and
South the one determined on the extirpation
and the other on the maintenance of slavery
and both equally regardless of a disruption of
the Union, and looking only to their own

triumph. We see the result in the civil
war that now afllicts the land, one

good effect of which will be to sweep
away the demagogues who ore responsible for
this disaster, and with tbein the corruption that
underlays their nefarious schemes. The politi¬
cal ar.d social atmosphere of the country will
be purified by the war. and those who were in¬
strumental in producing it, instead of finding it

a source of fresh political capital, as they an¬

ticipate, will soon discover it to be freighted
with the means of their own destruction; for
not a vestige of the rottenness which they were
so active in creating, and upon which they flour¬
ished so long, will escape or survive the search¬
ing and mighty ordeal through which the re¬

public is now passing. Let them, therefore,
calm their minds on the subject of anti-slavery
in the army, and rest assured that it will never

become the prey of any such fanaticism. The
country has had far too much of that, already.
The Abolition Candidate fob Mayor. If any

voter of our city should still be laboring under
any delusion or uncertainty as to the abolition
proclivities of Mr. George Opdyke, one of the
aspirants for the Mayoralty, he has only to re¬
fer to his legislative record on the question of
the Personal Liberty bill of this State. This bill
passed the House of Assembly at Albany on
the 8th of April, InV), George Opdyke. then a

member, having voted for it. It proposed to
violate and nullify the constitution of Hie
United States in regard to the return of fugitivo
slaves, and to abrogate the federal laws, courts
and officers. An adverse report was made
upon it in the Senate, signed by two republican
Senators, in which it was declared that (he in¬
tent to defy the provisions of the constitution
could not be more evident. In consequence of
that report the bill failed to pass the Senate.
If the city of New York will now elect to its
chief magistracy a supporter of the measure,
and an avowed advocate of abolitionism, it will
be thereby proclaiming to the world its ad¬
hesion to a political dogma which has been
argely instrumental in producing the present
calamitous condition of the country. A vole
for Opdyke is a vote for abolition.

Politicians Advertising. A curious and
amusing feature of this morning's Herald isjiie
page occupied by the advertisements ol$fte
politicians who are seeking the suffrages oi'^he
people at the polls to-inorrow. Every candi¬
date, l'roin Mayor down to Police Justice, and
from that down to constable, finds something to
be said in his own favor and against the rival
candidates. It is laughable to see how these
politicians heap abuse upon each other. The
three candidates for the Mayoralty, in particu.
lar. have the hardest things said of them in refe¬
rence to contracts, to shoddy, to religious intole¬
rance, and to everything else that can be
scraped up or invented" against one or the
other. Any one might suppose that in the city
of New York the highest test of fitness for oftlce
was a bad character; and there is more truth
than fancy in this. But read the advertise¬
ments, and then, if you can. make up your
ticket for Tuesday. As the showman said to the
urchin who wanted to know which figure was
Wellington and Which Napoleon. "All the
same my dear; you pays your money and you
takes your choice."

A Slave Trader Sentenced to the
Death Penalty..The administration and
it* law officers in this city seem de¬
termined to rescue our national character
from the reproach of toleration toward the
infamous African sluve trade. There has been
too much ground hitherto for the imputation
that the exocutive and the law officers of the
government in New York have been strangely
inefficient in bringing offenders against this law
to punishment, or in preventing the fitting out
of slavers in this port. But there is no
longer room for such reproaches. Within the
last six months there have been more than
half a dozen seizures of vessels, either made at
this port or on the coast of Africa, and broughtin here for condemnation. In one of those
cases.that of the slaver Erie, captured by the
Mohican, off the Congo river, on the coast of
Africa, with a cargo of some thousand slaves on
board.her master, Nathaniel Gordon, has been
convicted of the capital offence at the present
term of the United States Circuit Court, and was
on Saturday sentenced to execution.

This was the second time for Gordon to be
tried. At the first trial the jury disagreed. After
conviction on the second trial an application
was made, on several technical grounds, for a
certificate of division to enable the case to be
carried to the Supreme Court; but this the
Court refused. One plea was that the Erie had
ceased to be an American yesssel, a
form of transfer having been gone through
with at Havana. That, however, is well
recognized as one of the tricks of the trade, and
the Court declined to attach any importance to it.
Another objection was that the proof of Gor¬
don's being an American citizen was incom*
plete. It was proved that his father also a

seafaring man and his mother had beeu resi¬
dents of Portland. Maine, before and since their
marriage; and although it was urged that, as his
mother used sometimes to accompany her hus¬
band on foreign voyages, the prisoner might
have been born abroad, the Court held that
even that fact would not affect his American
nationality. As to the guilt of the prisoner, the
facts admitted of no dispute. The vessel was

captured when she was one day out from the
coast, and was taken with her living cargo to
Monrovia, in Liberia, the prisoner being sent
hoiue for trial.

Thi-< is the second capital conviction for slave
trading that has been made in this city for per¬
haps a quarter of a century; and if the sentence
of Gordon be carried into execution it will be,
we believe, the first time that the full penalty
of the law has been inflicted in this country on

a person guilty of this offence. The other case

to which we allude is that of one Captain
Smith, who was convicted before Judge Nelson
about seven or eight yenrs ago. In that case
the Judge refused to allow evidence of foreign
birth to be introduced, holding that the prisoner
was bound by his own official oath, on getting
his clearance papers from the Custom House
;n which he declared himself to be a citizen of
the United States. The same Judge, however,
on a motion for a new trial, reviewed his own

riding and granted the application. Subse¬
quently the prosecuting officer accepted a plea
of guilty of the minor offeuce of voluntarily
serving on board of a vessel engaged in the
slave trade, and the culprit was sentenced to
several years' imprisonment.

It is a debatable question, and one that was
brought before the attention of the jury in the
case of Gordon, whether, in point of morals, it
is any more heinous offence to convey negroes
from he Congo river to Cuba or the Southern
States, and sell them as slaves, than it is to con¬

vey them for the same purpose from Baltimore
to New Orleans. If the negroes occupied the
status of slaves in Africa it would be really
difficult to show how the one offeuce is, in strict
morality, greater lhan the other, except, in¬
deed. that the one is a statutory offence, con¬
demned by our laws, and the other is a legalized
transaction. Still it must be admitted that the
punishment of death is too severe a penalty t°
attach to what is. in this point of view, the mere
violation of a commercial law; and it is very
doubt till whether a more mhigated penalty, and
one more sure to be inflicted, would not be
more efiicacious in putting a stop to the trade.
That, however, is a consideration for Congress.
The Executive, to be sure, may intervene, and
commute tho punishment to imprisonment. At
all events no efforts should be spared to put a

stop to this nefarious traffic, and we are glad to
feel the conviction that, so far as the administra¬
tion and its law officers here are concerned, the
slave traders need expect to find no favor or
official blindness.

A Financial and Cotton Dilemma Ticklish
Qikstion for Mr. Mkmuinokr. The Charles¬
ton Mercury cr.'.ls upon the cottou planters and
factors to destroy all the cotton they possess in
the regions likely to be visited by their North¬
ern invaders. It assigns two reasons for this
sage advice first, that it can be of no earthly
use to themselves; and second, that it might be
made of use to the federal government. We
think that a more sensible piece of advice, and
one which, at all events, is more likely to be
followed, would be for the owners to consign
the cotton to some loyal men in the ports to be
opened by the government, and then to come in
and show their own loyalty by taking the oath
of allegiance. The question for Mr. Mcmmin-
ger, the rebel Secretary of the Treasury, is,
what will become of the Confederate bonds if
the cotton. 011 which they are based, be destroy¬
ed? Their credit does not now stand very high;
but if their basis be taken away they will have
no value whatever. Between the questions of
finance and cotton, therefore, the rebels are in
an awkward dilemma. Can Mr. Memminger
contrive to help them out of it 1 We should
like to see how.

Opdtkk. Goodbll and .Johnson..The first is
the abolition candidate for Mayor; the second
one of the leaders in the radical abolition party
of the State, and the last named the editor of
the Anti-Slavery Standard. The three occupied
seats on the platform at the Sumner gathering
iu th<> Cooper Institute, and gave their endorse¬
ment to the attacks upon the administration;
yet the friends of Opdyke claim that he endorses
the administration. Can any person who has
read the proceedings of the Sumner meeting bc-

j lieve any such stuff ? Let no person be deceived
by such statements.

Look On for Fr.u*d on Election Dat. We
i learn that in some of the Aldermanic districts
j men have been employed to place themselves

i near the tables where the canvassers are count-

ing the votes, and at the proper time throw a

1 large number of ballots upon the talde among
those that have been taken out of the polling

, boxes, and in tbat way confuse the canvass and

j render the election of their favorites suro. Let
I the authorities look out for this dqsige. or s^eve-

ral men may be elected after the polls are clos¬
ed. In some wards men have been employed
to station themselves at every election district
and throw the tickcta upon the tables of the
canvassers. Let the police attend to those
philosophers who attempt to defraud the honest
voters.

Opdyke akd the Abolition Editors..Why
are the editors of such abolition and emancipa¬
tion sheets as the Independent, Anti-Slavery
Standard and the Tribune so anxious for the
election of Opdyke for Mayor? Read the pro¬
ceedings of the emancipation gathering at the
Cooper Institute, and see if you do not find the

Opdyke and Emancipation. All who desire
that the Union army shall inscribe upon their
banners the war cry of emancipation had bet¬
ter vote for Opdyke for Mayor; but such of our
citizens as are anxious for a restoration of the
Union will give Opdyke a wide margin on
election day, and vote for some other man for
Mayor.

CITY POLITICS.
Folic* Justice.

TO THE EDITOR OK THE UKRALD.
New York, Dec. 1, 1801

In looking over the list of names ax published in jour
paper of this date, I find myself announced an the CM
zens' candidate for the office of Police Justice, which baa
become vacant by the doath ofmy much esteemed friend
J. Sherman Krownell. Will you please do me the j istic*
to state that I am not a candidate for that or any other
olUce at tins election!1 By so doing you will much oblige
one who has always been a constant reader of your paperfrom its first edition to the present time.

W.M. J. BKISLEY, Ninth ward.

Sixth Councilmanie District.
We are authorized to stale that George Driggs, ex mem¬

ber of Congress for the Seventh (fcngressional district, M
not a candidate for Councilman of the Sixth district, and
that he is not the gentleman of tbat name who has been
nominated for tho position by the People's jmrty in that
district.

Republican Candidates for School Com*
misitioners.

In the list of candidates tor School Commissioners pub¬lished in yesterday's issue, the names of some of the
republican nominees were placed opposite the wrong
wards, by a mistake of the printers. We give the follow¬
ing corrected list of the republican candidates..
IV'ardf. iVardf.
10..Joseph W. Lester. 17 Henry A. Burr.
11 Richard I.ariemore. 19.Hugh Merrick.
12 S. A. Hill. iiO Samuel Sinclair,
lU.(Jhiis. Schaffer. John Uuackeubush.
14.John 1). Myer. 21 David Wolmore,
16 Edward Robinson, Jr. Will E. Dodge.
16.S. B. H. Vance. 22.A. H. Underhill.

School Commissioners.
TO TUE EDITOR OF THE HERALD.

New York, Dec. 1, 1881
Having seen my nnme mentioned in to-day's Hkkau>

as the laxpayer'a candidate for School Commissioner o(
the Thirteenth >vnrd, I wish to state that 1 was placed in
nomination by that respectable body during my absence
from this city, and that immediately on my r turn 1 de¬
clined said nomination. Wll. H. TRACY.

The Irving Hall Demonstration.
TO TUE EDITOR OF TUE NEW VOllK IIERALl).

KxwYORri, Iter. 1, 1801.
I was surprised to lind 'in your yesterday's issue that

my name had been announced at the mooting he Id at
Irving Hall, Saturday evening last, November ISO, among
its Vice Presi lents, as belonging to the Independent Itemo-
cratic General Committee. 1 beg leave to state without
detracting from its merits, that I am not and ncvor
have been a member of such an organization.

HENRY II MORANGK.

Corrections.
William Gaytc has declined the nomination for School

Commissioner in the Seventh ward, and Bernard Smyth
lias been nominated in his stead, receiving both tho Mo
zart and Tammany endorsement.
Henry A. Burr has received tho republican and tax¬

payers' nomination for School Commissioner in the Seven¬
teenth ward.
Henry Stephenson has been noniiuatcd by tho republi¬

cans. taxpayers' and people's parties, for School Inspector
in the Nineteenth ward.
James A. Carolin and William Cleary, are the I'nion,

Tammany and Mozart candidates fur School Trustees iu
the Eighth ward. The former Is a graduate of the Free
Academy.
Harvey H. Woods and Geo. R. Soltzer, are the republi¬

can ana people's nominees for School Trustees In the
Seventeenth ward.

The Pollre Regulations.
GENERAL ORDER.NO. 2811.

OfFICS SUFKHI.XTlCNIItVr .MfrKOPOLtTAW l'OUCI, )
Nkw Yokk, Nov. 1 , 1881. J

Captain Pratixcr:
The police telegraph Instrument, after sundown on Ni>-

vembor 6, Inst. , will he used exclusively in transmitting
clociiou returns. Tho only exception will bo In notifying
tlio central office of any serious disturbance requiring aid,
the locality of a fire, or the dotention of lost children.
No communication whatever must lie made 1>. twecn on*
station house and another during the period of transmit¬
ting the election returns, unless on an order from the
Central office.
You will so dispose of the members of your command

as to insure the transmitting of the result of the canvass
of each ticket at the several election districts in your
precinct to your station house without delay , thence to ho
sunt immediately tiy election districts to the central
office. The Fifth, Sixth, Eighth. Tenth and Fourteenth
precincts will send these returns forthwith by sjieciul
messenger. The remaining stations and sub-stations will
transmit by telegraph.

Direct the me.u who are engaged in bringing the returns
of the canvass to the station house to also bring with
them the returns of the Associated l'ress, which you will
deliver to the s|iecial messenger duly appointed toreccivo
the same.
No question relative to tho progress of the canvass will

be answered from the central office, but a<< soon us the
canvass of each ticket is completed tho result will, on
alarm, be transmitted to every station house, for the in
formation of the residents in its vicinity. Sergeant

is specially detailed to operate the instrument at your
station house from sundown to twelve o'clock. nii Jnight,
and Sergeant from twelve o'clock until the can¬
vass Is completed.

JOHN A. KENNEDY, Superin' n.'ent
IVniki. Carpenter, Inspector.

GENERAL ORPKI NO. 2S5.
Office 8upkhi.xtexih-.vi 'owes, 7

Nf. > okk, Nov 28, LS61 (
General orders Nos. 282 an s3. will in i t

tho ensuing election to be be', in 'i n - >. ei"Vi
If either of the Sergeauts, wh- ro ai ioc .it

graph Instrument, under gen orile \u .. >,» Ire.
closing ol' the polls until the .. -. i- lli. c.i w>
has been .transferred or ren ..¦<<, you viii ... ,i
same to tho Superintendent t>> m u .:«.i
so that the vacancy may be fi.;cl V will lj|.< v:«i
station the st»me patrolmen at "e I
in your precinct wlio perforin"! -en
ber election, reporting to tlio S .p ... a

day, the 30th inst., if either of ¦!. Ir. :.u
ferred or removed.

JOHN A. KEN"> 1>Y. Siip-.TjiUen '

DaxiBL Carpenter. Inspector.
Tl»e December Term of tin ( <nmh
Although the year is drawing to uclns , tin \n. ¦>. .

of tho several law courts are still heavy , and it any si .%

heretofore noticed are yot undisposed of. T1 . prje.
business transacted recently has been in the federal cuurts
and offices, which geem to be the present lacl of legal in¬
terest. The slave cases are prosecuted with energy and
ability by tho present representative of the government,
the second capital conviction in several years being that
ofCapt. Gordon, of tho Eric, wh« was on Saturday sen¬

tenced to death.
Tho election will Interfere with the business of the

courts of the present week, but after tho political olomcut
hus calmed down, jurors, lawyers and litigants will be
eager for the legal fray.
There will be two trial branehes of tho Supreme Court

Circuit , and also Special Term and Chambers. The Supe¬
rior Court, general term, will sit this month two

branehes, for trial by jury. The Common Pleas will hold
two trial terms and one special term and chambers. Tha
Marine Court will bold only one branch for jury trials, an

Judge Maynard is engaged in writing up decisions in cases

already heard before him.
The December torm of the General Sessions commences

this morning, Recorder Hoffman presiding. The calendar
is large aud includes a number of indictments for murder,
so that it is probable that the court will be occupied most

of the time in trying important causes.

CALENDAR FOR THIS DAY.
SvphiweCoi'Kt.t IBIUIT.. I'art 1.Nos. 1393, 1341, IMS,

1517, 1843. 1545, 164!), 1653, 1569, 1561, 1563, 1509,301,
339, 597, 1263. 128J. 1291, 1313, 1333. Part 2.Nos. 1154,
876, U0«, 8138, «2t>. 1010. 1110, lltSO, 1162, 1168, 1190.
1232, 1240. 1256, 1260, 1264, 1206. 1261, 1270.
Common Pi*as..Part 1.Nos. 1600, 1602, 1661, 1662,

1653, 1656, 1057, 1081, 1602, 1664, 166.), 1497, 1498, 1547,
823. Part 2.Nos. 1573, 1523, 1617, 1620, 1622. 1624,
1625, 894, 1428, 1189, 1470, 1204, 908 1580, 1544.
Sufbkior Court...Part 1.Nos. 711, 1989, 2045, 7, 2567,

2669,2579,2591, 437,2505.2091,2595, 2597 2599 2601*
2605. I 'art 2.Nos. 1786, 1136 2738 2426. 1788, U8ti,
2830, 2832, 2834, 2836, 2a38, 2840. 2842, 2844, 2846.

THE RECRUITING OFFICE IN CHATHAM
STREET.

TO THE EDITOR OK T1IF. HKRA1.P.
Bo gno.l enough to corroct an error contained in your

Issue of this morning, viz: that business was continued
as ,sual at this office y sterday (Thanksgiving). Suoh
was not tho case, the office being closed to the transaction
of business during tho entire day. Very respectfully,

T 'M. SPROi;E, Recruiting officer,
First Lieutenant Fourth lmnntry,

r. S. Rendst-OB." 98 Ou vnux 9t. Nov 29, 18Q1»


